Habakkuk 2:1-4 and Hebrews 10:32-39
“Living by faith”
On Friday we had a gathering at my house for the young, young adult, the twenty thirty

somethings in this church, and it was wonderful. There was 24 adults, parents, and about 465
children, many of whom were still in arms, or barely crawling. The sound of your yard and your
house when it is filled with life is unmistakable and honestly as a pastor one of the sweetest
sounds and the most overwhelming sights you can have. It makes you think, okay, God is still
doing a really, really, powerful work here at First Presbyterian.

Now, what else I realized is that who were there were younger than my daughters and are
currently going through that phase in life that has left many of us with PTSD as we try to reclaim
our lives after those years. This stage in your life as a very young parent with very young kids is
so incredibly unpredictable, because those little lives are so unpredictable. It is at this stage that
you realize, probably more than any other stage in your life, that you have absolutely no control
over your day or how things are going to shape up. Yet somehow, you move forward and one
day leads to the next.

Scripture tells us that we are called to live by faith which requires of us a complete
release of any control that we may think we have and to submit to a God who has told us already
what His plans are for our lives and for our future, all of which is good with promises of welfare
and not harm to give us a future with hope. It is in these promises of Scripture that we absolutely
have to live, which again requires us to live by faith. Let’s read.

READ

This week as we were printing out the bulletin someone came into the office and said we
made a mistake because there is no Old Testament book of the Bible called Habakkuk. Yes, this
is a real book of the Bible and it was written by a prophet who lived right before the Babylon
came along and took Israel into captivity, so he saw the rise of this threatening nation who was
about to gobble up the people of God.

Knowing this he tells the people that they are to live by faith and this living by faith
requires a patience that is not normally seen in us. We are not wired to be patient, we are not
wired to wait for the Lord, but that is exactly what Habakkuk tells the people. Look at vs.3
where the prophet speaks of a vision that we have been given by God and that it is on its way,
but it may seem like it is taking too long for it to actually come true. What the prophet

commands us to do it to wait for it, to have patience. And then he says: The righteous live by



faith, meaning, those who are willing to wait for the Lord, well, they are living by faith. Those
who are not willing to wait for the Lord, and just want to take matters into their own hands, well,
they are not describe as those living by faith.

That is a hard message to hear when you are actually waiting for God to answer and you
find yourself on the brink of wondering if it is all worth it. I went to visit someone from the
community who had had a stroke some months back and it had been a few months since I last
saw her. The last time I saw her she was not able to communicate verbally, was hardly able to
move any part of her body, and was confined to a bed. On Friday when I saw her she was in her
recliner, greeted me with a hello Pastor Bob, and was able to move her body, just not quite yet to
the extent which allows her to walk. The doctors are telling her that she will get there, that she
will be able to walk and do things that right now she is not able to do.

But there is so much happening in her life and in her family with her children that she
feels like she is missing. The progress she is making is painfully slow, and it is painful as well,
and it is only natural that we don’t hear God’s voice of encouragement in those times. When we
find ourselves at the brink of defeat, and when we find ourselves confined to a chair, even the
promises of future hope can ring hollow, because right now, that’s not what I’m feeling and
experiencing. It is easy when nothing is at stake to talk about faith, and even living by faith, but
when things get complicated, well, then our faith becomes complicated too. What does the
author of Hebrews have to tell us about his?

Last time we were in Hebrews we were talking about hell, because the author of Hebrews
was talking about hell. There was a very harsh tone to his voice and there were clear warnings
against apostasy. Remember what apostasy means? When you come to know and love Jesus
and then turn your back on him. Today we have this dramatic shift from speaking about the fires
of hell to a warm and fuzzy walk down memory lane. Let’s look at this memory lane that the
author speaks about.

He is speaking to the reader of the 1% century and states: remember when we endured
suffering and torture and had to persevere in the midst of beatings and floggings? Yeah, that was
awesome! Remember when they used to come into our houses and take whatever they wanted
and then turn everything upside down and kick us out of our houses and we had nowhere to go?
That was awesome! Remember when we used to visit you in prison and then when you got out

they would put us in prison and then you would come and visit us? Yeah, that was awesome.



In 49AD we have a historical account of all of the Christians in Rome being forced to
leave their homes and abandon them and the Roman government took them over for their own
possession. Every time that I read passages in Scripture that talks about perseverance and then
describes what the early Christians went through I get goose bumps because I realize how far
removed we are from any of this happening to us. We simply cannot understand what it means
to live by faith in the way that the earliest Christians were forced to live by faith.

We are nowhere near a time in our history where we are being beaten and tortured
because we love Jesus. We don’t understand what it is like to be sitting at your dining room
table and the authorities come in and start ransacking your house and take what they want.
When we lived in Russia we spoke with members of our church who had this happen to them
because they were Christian. I told you the story of Nina who lived in Moscow and had to dress
up as a country woman in order to have her child baptized because the secret police never
worried about those from the country, only those from the city and if she was discovered her
husband could lose his job.

Living by faith means so much more than we have ever imagined in our life, or ever have
thought we would have to do or be. The author of Hebrews tells us clearly that the reason why
we are able to endure, the reason we are able to live by faith while we suffer the way that we do,
is because we believe in something more than this life. The reason why you put up with this as
Paul states in Romans 8:18 is that we consider the sufferings of this present time are not worth
comparing to the glory that is going to be revealed to us. We can live through all things because
we believe in that which is eternal, and is not of this world. We can live by faith because we so
strongly believe in what comes next. Jesus does that for us.

The shift in language from the author of Hebrews from the talk of hell and those who fall
in their faith, is like a coach in sports who at one time is yelling at you because you forgot all the
plays when you step on the court, to then encouraging you so that he can get the best out of you.
There is a warning in the previous verses that then leads to remember how good you actually
really are. Remember the sufferings you went through, remember everything that took place and
you still kept the faith, do that again. I know you can do it.

But what about us who haven’t been through those sufferings that are described here in
Hebrews? I believe we live in an age where living by faith is the most difficult because we are

not experiencing the sufferings that was once experienced by the church. When you live in an



age where you have to choose to follow or not follow, well, that makes it easier because you
know what will happen if you follow, you will be persecuted and that is okay, because the Bible
says that this happens when you love Jesus, you will be persecuted.

But when you live in an era when you are not persecuted, then what does living by faith
look like? There is the blurring of the lines between what we believe is our right and what we
ought to have and what God wants us to have. We have idols in our lives that cause us to not
rely upon God for all things because our lives are increasingly, seemingly, under our control.
We believe that financial security is our god given right. As Christians we should be secure in
what we make and so we conflate our faith with our moving up in life and owning a car, or three,
in owning a house, in being able to provide for our children with what they want. That’s who
Christians are, we say, but our treasure then no longer remains in heaven. We lose sight of what
it was like to have no possessions, as Christ commanded.

We idolize security and safety and not just in regards to our life but the life of our
children. There is nothing more important, we think, than the safety of our children and so it is
the Christian thing to do to make sure that they are safe, as we keep at arms length those who
don’t look like us, as we lock our children behind closed doors so that they can’t experience the
creation that God has provided for all of us. We make decision that make the church closed and
an institution, instead of a living and breathing organism that needs each other, that needs
fellowship, that needs the presence of people who are not like us.

We idolize our employment assuming that God and work are two sides of the same coin.
But we forget that if you were a Christian back in the 1% century you were not allowed to work
and make a living so you had to do something in order to survive, like make tents as Paul did, or
live off of rich widows, again as Paul did. Today, Christian Palestinians are not allowed to work
in certain places in Israel, cannot attend school in certain places in Israel, cannot go to certain
areas because of their faith in Jesus.

I want you to think about your life today, and what if it were all taken from you. While
we were here at church the Borough took all the cars in the parking lot and the surrounding
areas, and you had to walk home. But when you get home the FBI has entered and has taken
things and turned things upside down and set up cameras in your house that you cannot take
down, because you were in church today. Would you come back next Sunday? Would we not as

vs.39 states shrink back?



What does living by faith look like today, when we don’t have these things to contend
with? We are called not to willfully persist in our sin. Let’s start there in what living by faith
looks like. Followers of Jesus should not be subverted by a form of worldliness that would
separate them from the life and truth they have received from Christ and from one another.
Living by faith should simply look different. If you are a disciple of Jesus, your life should look
different. In this Scripture there is a clear picture drawn of a certainty and a stability that ought
to characterize a Christian presence in the world. Let’s live by faith, and as a result, our lives

should look different from those around us. Amen.



