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Dear FPC family and friends, 

            Happy New Year!  We find ourselves just a few days into the New Year.  When you look at Scripture 

you don’t see any kind of celebration for the ending and the beginning of a year.  In fact, the only feasts and 

celebrations that take place in the Bible surround the religious events and holy days that were a part of the 

people of Israel.  You think of Passover, or maybe even Pentecost.  The jury is still out as to whether Jesus 

celebrated Hannukah or not, but probably, this could be what was mentioned in John 10 as the festival of 

dedication.  

            Of course, there was no Easter, or Christmas, and Pentecost had a completely different meaning to it 

than what we have given it in our Christian calendar.  But what about the New Year?  No, there was no New 

Year that was a part of the celebrations for Jesus and his followers.  The closest thing for them would have been 

Passover and the concept that it is in this celebration, when everyone is in Jerusalem together, that we have a 

new start on our life.  From this time forward we can begin to do things differently. 

            Passover for Jesus and his followers was in many ways our New Year.  How many of you have made 

resolutions this year?  This was never part of our family tradition growing up, so I’ve never really made 

resolutions before.  But in the church, we do every year, the first Sunday of the year, renew our covenant before 

God.  I have heard a lot of mixed reactions to our Covenant Renewal service.  Some of you won’t miss it and 

consider it one of the most impactful Sundays of the year.  A time to confess our sin before God and before the 

church, and then move forward determined again to do better, and to strengthen our faith in our Savior Jesus 

Christ.  

            Others of you are a bit more skeptical about.  I have heard some say that it is their least favorite service 

of the year.  We do the same thing every year, we rehearse a pretty dry pamphlet that has words that we don’t 

use anymore, and it is, in a word, boring.  Those are pretty much the two extremes and I guess most of you fall 

somewhere in the middle.  This Sunday we will take communion together, we will renew our covenant to God 

together, we will remember our baptism together by taking home a blue bead, and we will worship the living 

God together. 

            2025 was a unique year for the church.  We lost more people this year than any other year since I have 

been here.  We baptized more babies this year than any other year that I can remember.  You generously 

contributed to the life of the church at levels that not only allowed us to meet our mission budget, but even our 

operating expenses.  In so many ways 2025 was a good exciting year and one that was also very meaningful and 

poignant.  It was a good year to use as a catalyst and jumping off point for 2026.  

            I encourage you to join us tomorrow to renew your covenant with God for the New Year.  Regardless of 

where you find yourself on the continuum of boring or most meaningful, you will still be with others who love 

Jesus and are renewing their faith before the Lord, together.  Let’s start the new year off right by being together 

in renewing this covenant that God has written upon our hearts. 

Your servant in Christ, 

Pastor Bob 

  

 



HAPPENING IN THE LIFE OF FPC… 

            Mission to Naples, Italy 2026 Auction:  Mark your calendars and you can find out more about it 

here.  https://www.straspres.org/category/events/ 

            NEW MEMBER CLASSES will begin on Sunday, January 11th at 3pm. Anyone interested in learning 

more about First Presbyterian Church or joining our church family is welcome to attend! 

            UNDECORATING THE CHURCH Sunday, January 4th, at 6pm we will be 

undecorating the church together to bring down the Advent and Christmas decorations. Come join in the fun 

and grab some pizza while you’re here! 

OFFICER/STAFF RETREAT  Friday, January 23rd in the Sanctuary and Saturday, January 24th in 

Fellowship Hall. 

ANNUAL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING Sunday, January 25th the church will have our annual 

meeting to elect two Members-At-Large to serve on the 2026 Church Officer Nominating Committee, elect 

Elders to Session, approve the revised FPCS Bylaws, and to review and receive the FPCS 2025 Annual Report. 

            GREAT BEGINNINGS PRESCHOOL REGISTRATION for the 2026-2027 school year opens on 

January 5th for current preschool and church families. Contact Heather Reynolds, Administrative Director 

at hreynolds@straspres.org or 717-617-9501, or pick up an application at the church office or the preschool 

mailbox. 

            Nursery Administrator:  For nearly 10 years Amy Black has been our nursery director here at 

FPC.  She has started so many programs that have brought in so many families into this church:  Nursery Time, 

Parent’s Night Out, and others that have been mainstays in what we do around here.  Amy is going to retire in 

2025 and we are so grateful for what she had done for the church in growing it with the number of young 

families that we currently have.  Alyssa Gregory will be stepping in as a volunteer to be taking over the 

responsibilities of filling the nursery for when we need it.  You may be getting a phone call from her to see if 

you might be willing to volunteer in our growing nursery.  Thank you Amy and welcome Alyssa! 

            FPC Fantasy Football update:  Congratulations to Alicia Eltman for winning this year’s green jacket 

by coming in first place in the FPCFF.  The jacket presentation will take place during coffee hour on Souper 

Bowl Sunday, February 8.  Come and join the festivities and make sure you congratulate Alicia.  Winning the 

playoffs for Serie B league was Mike Liggitt and winning the playoffs for the Serie C league was Gavin 

Elias.  Congrats to all of them! 
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