First Presbyterian Church of Strasburg
News for December 19, 2025

Dear FPC family and friends,

We are less than a week away from Christmas. Strange, isn’t it? The kids are still in school, many of
you who are working have this week off, or at least have a shortened schedule ahead of you. Most of us will
see family members very soon, if we haven’t already started getting them in from far and near and enjoying
their presence. Christmas objectively changes our schedule because we have things to do and people to see
throughout this time. Even if we didn’t have a personal relationship with Jesus, our schedule will be impacted
and things tend to slow down a touch between now and after the new year.

Jesus and his disciples every year for Passover took a trip to Jerusalem. Passover objectively changed
the schedule of every person who identified as Hebrew in Jesus’ day. For about a week, things slowed down
and people took a trip to Jerusalem and saw family and friends that they hadn’t seen in a year or so. Passover,
like Christmas, is a distinctly religious holiday, but also like Christmas, so much more took place over that
period of time than the religious script which was supposed to be followed. People celebrated the holiday of
Passover even without either being fully aware of what it stood for, or personally taking it on as efficacious to
them and their lives.

Christmas impacts the believer and the unbeliever. Regardless of whether you have a relationship with
Jesus or not, you aren’t going to school or work on Christmas here in this context. This cultural norm is similar
to what the reality was in Jesus’ day. Whether you were a cultural or a religious Jew you went to Jerusalem and
you celebrated the religious holiday in one form or fashion or another. Today, even those who do not consider
themselves followers of Jesus probably still give gifts to one another and probably have a Christmas tree. These
all have their origins within the religious context of Christmas.

When we gather in church, either this Sunday or the 28" or, on Christmas Eve the primary, even the
singular purpose, is to celebrate the birth of our Savior Jesus and the difference he has made not just in the
world, but in our life. Our sins have been forgiven because of Jesus, not because our kids are in the pageant, or
we sing in the choir, or because we sing Silent Night and we have a tear in our eye.

Jesus as the Savior of the world isn’t meant to be a cultural truth, or even a religious truth, it is mean to
be a personal truth that we live out in community. For us, we choose to live out this truth here at First
Presbyterian of Strasburg. This Christmas it would be meaningful if you invited a friend or a relative to come
with you to church, you choose the service. Do you not want to share with someone close to you in your life
that which you understand as giving you freedom from sin and that which you understand as giving you
forgiveness of your sins? Why would we not want to share with those around us that which arguably is the

most important thing in our life?



If we ourselves are in this only for the cultural benefits, and the emotional feeling of religiosity, I would
encourage us to see Christmas this year as a testimony to God’s grace which is offered to us freely and which is
displayed most clearly in the Word becoming flesh on Christmas morning. Rejoice not in the trappings, but in
the salvation that is offered freely to all who would receive and believe. Christ is born, give Him glory!

Your servant in Christ,

Pastor Bob

HAPPENING IN THE LIFE OF FPC...

PARENTS OF ELEMENTARY SCHOOL STUDENTS: There will be a meeting on Sunday,
December 28th at 12:15pm (after second service) to discuss the children’s Sunday school class. Parents,
children and CE members are invited. Pizza will be served!

NEW MEMBER CLASSES: will begin on Sunday, January 11th at 3pm. Anyone interested in
learning more about First Presbyterian Church or joining our church family is welcome to attend!

The WELCOME DESK is looking for some smiling faces to greet friends, neighbors and members
who come through our doors here at First Pres! You will be richly compensated with friendly conversations, a
sense of belonging, and the feeling of being needed as well as helping out our church. We currently need
Monday morning volunteers, but whether you are available weekly, bi-weekly, once a month or only as a
substitute, we would love to have you join us as a member of this team! Please contact Pam Johnson with any
questions at 717-989-0998 or see me around our church. Thank you so much for considering joining this
ministry!

Upcoming Advent & Christmas Programs: Join us, Sunday, December 21st, for a cozy
CHRISTMAS MOVIE NIGHT! Bring your family and friends at 6pm for an evening of fun, snacks and holiday
cheer as we enjoy a festive film and warm fellowship to round out the Advent season. All are welcome!

Christmas Eve Schedule December 24

Children’s Christmas Pageant 4:30 PM

Candlelight Worship Services 8§ PM & 11 PM

Mission 2026 Benefit Auction: Saturday, February 21 the doors open at 5:30. Proceeds will benefit
the mission trip that the senior high youth will be taking to Naples, Italy to teach VBS this summer. We are in

need of items of significant value and also in need of your presence at the auction



