First Presbyterian Church of Strasburg
News for November 1, 2025

Dear FPC family and friends,

The sheer number of decisions and programs and activities that define the life of a church sometimes
leaves us unaware of what has just been decided at the leadership level. On October 22 your Session, which is
your elders and the decision makers of the congregation, made decisions that will help set the course for FPC
for the next few months, and even the next few years. [ mentioned last Sunday in church that over the last few
months one committee at a time is dedicating some of its monthly meeting time to imagining and dreaming of
what the Holy Spirit might be doing and what the Holy Spirit potentially could do in the life of the
church. During one of those brainstorming sessions at Christian Education the ideas of the youth involved in
hands on mission came about.

We have had a historic relationship with Christ Home, a home for children and youth at risk in our
region, which has been somewhat less visible over these past years. The youth came up with the idea of
creating care packages that they would be able to deliver personally so that they could spend time with those
within Christ Home and extend the hand of hospitality and friendship. Session allotted funds to make that
happen. The youth also came up with an idea of preparing and providing meals for families within the
community every 5" Sunday. They would be responsible for the preparation, the logistics, the distribution, and
the clean up. These are the types of things that they have been doing on mission trips over these past
summers. Why not do it here in Strasburg?

Session allotted funds to make that happen this year. Session is also considering allowing funds in our
budget for next year that will make it not just a one and done, but to allow the hands on mission of the youth to
take place in 2025 as well. That budget is yet to be approved, but all signs are pointing to wanting to see our
youth involved not just in long distance relationships of charity, but actually creating opportunities for hands on
ministry here in our own community.

I mentioned on Sunday that because of your generosity we find ourselves in a position here at the church
where we are not quenching the Spirit (I Thessalonians 5:19 look it up), but rather imaging how the Spirit can
actually move all around us and through all of us (Joel 2:28-29 look it up). While we are seeing that generosity
on our Sunday morning giving, we have especially seen that generosity in legacies left to the church which has
put us in a very healthy financial position. Have you ever considered leaving a legacy to First Presbyterian
which will allow future generations of our youth to live out the calling of the Holy Spirit in their lives? I can
tell you that it makes a difference to your leaders and to all who are walking through the doors of FPC.

On that note, and unrelated to the youth and the work that they are doing, Session also approved an
upgrade to the bathrooms in Fellowship Hall. Again, as we mentioned before, because of your generosity, both
now and in your legacies, we are able to do these types of upgrades. Expect that area of the church to be out of
commission for about a month or so around January. A lot is happening around here, if you blink you may miss
it!

Your servant in Christ,
Pastor Bob



THANK YOU: On behalf of me, Stacy, and the girls, we wanted to thank you for the flood of cards and
condolences that we received in the passing of my mother. I am now even more aware of the love of the church
that manifests itself behind the scenes in incredibly powerful ways. Well done good and faithful servants, well
done!

HAPPENING IN THE LIFE OF FPC...
Advent is coming, Advent is coming!

Decorating Day on November 25 at 6pm Join us!

Advent Night on November 30. Join us
Trunk or Treat was a smashing pumpkin success: We have 29 cars and dozens and dozens of kids and fun
was had by all. If you missed it, come out next year. Wow, what a night! Thank you to all who participated.
CHURCH BIRTHDAY BRUNCH ~ Join us on Sunday, November 23rd at 9:30am (after the 8:30am service)
to recognize, celebrate and honor the 50+ year members with a brunch in Fellowship Hall. This year’s menu is
tater tot breakfast casserole with ham, fruit and sweets. As in the past, we will need volunteers to bake and bring
to church on the 23rd. You will be provided with all ingredients and materials necessary, including the recipe.
We are also in need of help to set up Fellowship Hall on Saturday, November 22nd. There will be no Sunday
School or nursery care during the brunch on Sunday, November 23rd. Please contact Theresa Rineer at 717-
682-9954. Thank you!
Scout Food Drive: Volunteers are needed for the Annual Scouting for Food Drive on Saturday, November 8th.
There is a sign-up under the TV in the Welcome area. We are looking for volunteer helpers during the hours of
9am - 1pm. Stay an hour or two, or more if you’d like! We would appreciate the extra hands during this once a
year event.
Wesley Christmas Pageant: the Wesley UMC Christmas Pageant has a 66 year tradition. They are still
looking for some adult and kid volunteers to help out with pageant roles. There are three rehearsals starting on
Sunday Nov. 16th (you don't have to attend ALL of them, but it's helpful) and three shows- Friday Dec 12 at
7:30pm, Saturday Dec 13 at 7:30pm, and Sunday Dec 14 at 4:30pm. Individuals can sign up for just one show
or all three!

FALL BACK ONE HOUR THIS EVENING!!



