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Psalm 29, Matthew 3:13-17 

“The Gospel of righteousness” 
I have to say that I am more pleased with the results of the covenant renewal service from 

last week than I have been any other year.  More people approached me that they were either 

considering signing it or had signed it than any other year.  I have had more conversations with 

people who were trying to figure out their responsibility once they sign it than any other year.  

That means something to a pastor when you get a sense that people actually take seriously what 

you are trying to do and say.  It isn’t why we do this, but it does make a difference when you see 

people interrupt and change their lives significantly from lesson in Scripture.   

This covenant that we made last week was actually a covenant where we agreed to be 

righteous.  That is the right term and probably the only term we can use here.  When you sign 

something it makes it a little more real.  Think of a contract that you may have signed over your 

life, for work, or an agreement to buy a house or a car or what about your marriage.  Once you 

sign something you know that you are committed. 

Some mentioned that they were hesitant because they knew they couldn’t live up the 

covenant that was asked of them.  I reminded them of the Scripture that tells us that even while 

we were yet sinners, in the midst of our sinful lives, Jesus dies for us and demonstrated his love 

for us in that way.  But it is easier to go along for the ride and not having anything expected of 

you because as a church we don’t really require anything from you or hold you accountable for 

anything.  Again, I’m not saying that this is the way that it should be.  But once you go down that 

road then legalism is right around the corner. 

So thank you for making this past week a meaningful one.  This week we begin a whole 

new sermon series.  We are going to be making our way through the Gospel of Matthew.  My 

first sermon series when I got here 11 years ago was on the Gospel of John.  This is only the 

second Gospel that we are covering in its entirety.  We have looked at Luke over Lent and also in 

Advent, but never another Gospel from start to finish.  We are going to start in Matthew with the 

Scripture that speaks about the baptism of Jesus because in our calendar today is the Sunday that 

we celebrate Jesus’ baptism.   

In this Scripture today we see that Jesus’ baptism points to who Jesus is and in so doing 

points to who we are called to be.  Our ability to live righteous lives is limited, but in Christ it is 



the goal after which we ought to strive.  So as we begin our long journey through Matthew today 

we see that both of our Scriptures point to a voice of God which can do all things: move 

mountains, shatter rocks, split trees, and speak to a love for a son which is reflected in a love for 

each one of us.  Let’s read. 

READ 

Did you hear the voice of God in that Psalm?  As I have mentioned a few times I get 

together with some men on  Friday morning and we read Scripture together and pray and this 

week I Kings 19:11 came up and we looked at this Scripture which goes: read to vs.12.  Did you 

hear Psalm 29 in that, listen to Psalm 29:  Do you hear the voice of the Lord?  Do you hear 

God’s voice.  Faith would be so much easier if we could say that we have heard the voice of God 

in our lives.  I have heard God’s voice in my life so I can honestly say that I have never doubted 

God in my life.  I haven’t always understood God.  I haven’t always agreed with God.  I haven’t 

always been happy with God.  But ever since I heard God’s voice direct me in 1986 I knew my 

path and my purpose. 

The power of the voice of God and the impact that it has on our life is unquestionable and 

Psalm 29 describes the force and might that the voice of God can have on our lives if we would 

let it.  We tried to capture the power of God in Wow Christmas as we encouraged each other to 

never be lulled to complacency over the God becoming flesh and dwelling among us.  There is 

nothing mundane about that.  So when we speak of the power and the presence and even the 

reassurance of the voice of God in our lives, we have to look at our Matthew Scripture because 

we hear God’s voice loud and clear there. 

Let’s set the stage like we often do.  Matthew has Jesus born into a mixed family with 

women who were prostitutes and slaves from Moab and Jericho.  His messy family background 

in Matthew telling of his birth story leads to his birth being proclaimed by the wise men and off 

he scampers to Egypt to hide from the wrath of Herod.  This all happens in the first two chapters 

of Matthew and we will see them again in a future date because we want to make our way all the 

way through Matthew.   

We are introduced to the strange bird John the Baptist in the beginning of Matthew and 

his purpose which was to bring a baptism of repentance of sins and he lays into the religious 

leaders and warns them of wrath to come for them because they are not leading people into lives 

of righteousness.  And then we find ourselves with Jesus entering the scene as an adult.  The first 

thing we read about Jesus as an adult is that he makes his way down from his hometown of 



Nazareth to the Jordan in order to be baptized by John.  He makes it a destination point, it isn’t as 

if he happens to be there and gets caught up in the crowd.  No, he purposefully goes there.   

I got caught up in the crowd once in the Jordan River. 

We know that everyone else is doing it, we read in vs.5 that the people of Jerusalem and 

all Judea were going out to him.  He was really popular, everyone wanted to be baptized by John, 

and Jesus went along with the crowd to be baptized by him.  This is before he calls his disciples, 

before he goes out into the wilderness to be tempted by the devil, this is Jesus’ first act that we 

see him do as an adult.  He gets baptized by John.  Why?  If John is baptizing for the forgiveness 

of sins and Jesus is without sin, then why is he getting baptized? 

That was John’s question too.  He says, no, I don’t think so, if anything, I should be 

getting baptized by you.  He knew his place and he had earlier pointed out his place in Matthew 

3:11, right before this.  Read.  John had already declared the superiority of Jesus’ baptism over 

his.  But that wasn’t what Jesus wanted.  In fact we read in vs.15 exactly why Jesus wants John 

to baptize him.   Give me one good reason why I should baptize you Jesus.  So that we can fulfill 

all righteousness.  Ooohh, right, so we can fulfill all righteousness.  Gotcha.  No, I don’t have 

you, what does that mean? 

Well, first let’s define righteousness.  If we call Matthew the Gospel of Righteousness 

then this is great that we are covering the definition of righteousness on the first sermon.  I 

normally don’t plan that well in advance.  Honestly, it just kind of happened.  Righteousness 

means acting in accordance with the will of God.  You are acting righteously when you act in the 

will of God.  Remember Joseph what he is called when he discovers that Mary is pregnant.  He 

was going to divorce her quietly, why?  Look at 1:19, her husband Joseph, being a what?  He 

was a righteous man, it was important for him to act in the accordance of God.  He was probably 

angry so easily could have had her stoned to death.  But he wanted to act according to the will of 

God. 

When you make a decision are you asking yourself: is this according to the will of God?  

This is what we are going to be doing over this study of Matthew is ask ourselves are acting 

according to the will of God?  If the answer is no then I hope we change our actions.  We made a 

covenant to act according to the will of God.  You see how this works?  It is important to believe 

and to trust and to understand and to know the right things, but acting in accordance to the will of 

God, well, that tells another story doesn’t it? 

What Matthew gives us in these verses as Jesus is making his way along the Jordan River 

is our Savior joining the sinful multitude in an effort to fulfill his role as God and human, as one 



who understands and lives the reality that all those on the shore of the Jordan lived as well.  This 

first step toward Calvary we see comes with a public recognition of who he is.  When he is 

baptized and when he comes out of the water God’s voice booms over the crowd.  Do you hear 

Psalm 29 in there?  The Holy Spirit comes and descends as a dove and so we have our 

Trinitarian God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit present together to give salvation to all of humanity 

and to teach humanity what it means to be righteous, to do the will of God.   

Jesus’ baptism serves to define his identity before his ministry.  This is reinforced by 

God’s voice which booms from heaven and tells us, in case we had forgotten, this is my son, 

whom I love.  You’ve heard that before in the Bible.  When Jesus was transfigured before Peter 

James and John God spoke as well and said This is my beloved Son, but then adds, listen to him.   

I would add, watch him and see how he lives his life.  Jesus is so much more than just a 

role model, but he is that.  He gives us the picture of righteousness that we can all live.  So what 

does righteousness look like?  It looks like Jesus.  May we all live lives of righteousness.  Amen. 

 


